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Professor Smith’s research is motivated by understanding how political institutions affect political 

behavior across the American states. He has published more than forty scholarly articles on the politics 

and process of direct democracy in the American states in the leading political science journals, including 

discipline’s most esteemed outlet, The American Political Science Review. His co-authored book, 
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Among many other topics, Professor Smith has written extensively on the history of the adoption of direct 

democracy in the American states, the campaign financing of ballot measure campaigns, initiatives and 

referendums that have attempted to reform ethics and elections in the American states, the popular 

support and fate of redistricting initiatives, the impact of anti-gay marriage measures on candidate 

elections (including the 2004 and 2008 elections), the priming effects of initiatives raising the minimum 
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British House of Lords. He has advised numerous groups, including the Chamber of Commerce and 

delegations in several American embassies, on voting and electoral practices in the American states.  He 

has served as an expert witness in numerous legal cases dealing with ballot measures and campaign 

finance laws, and was lead author of the “Direct Democracy Scholars” amicus brief in Doe v. Reed, which 

was successfully argued by the Attorney General of the state of Washington before the US Supreme Court 

in 2010. He is currently conducting research with Professor Michael Herron (Dartmouth College) on early 
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